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things to do art

P ostmodernism was born of skepticism 
and a suspicion of reason. It challenged 

the notion that there are universal certainties 
or truths. Often funny, or tongue-in-cheek, 
postmodern art can be confrontational and 
controversial, challenging the boundaries of 
established structures and belief systems.

The group show I Will Be Your Eyes II: Little 
Narratives is Art+ Shanghai Gallery’s final 
exhibition of 2017 and features the works of 
seven emerging artists. It provides a stage for 
individual narratives of the seven artists who 
will shape the future dialogue of art in China, 
and in fact more importantly the future con-
versation about postmodernism in art. 

The exhibition offers a visual experience 
of great variety and complexity. It spans a vast 
array of media: oil on canvas, wood sculpture, 

porcelain, photography, and installation.
Gong Zhanglei used a number of black 

fine tipped markers to create his enchanting 
paintings that have a life of their own. His 
works are a practice of patience and rather 
meditative, surely for the artist, but also for 
the audience. The intricate detail of each 
piece requires devotion that most would not 
be able to comprehend. 

Chen Wen’s wood sculptures are absurd 
and unsettling. Are they influenced by Egyp-
tian or Mayan culture? Chen Wen refuses to 
divulge any information, leaving the viewer 
to make up their own opinion. 

Tan Danwu’s porcelain works are per-
haps the centerpiece of the exhibition. The 
monochrome colors and irregular lines, 
against his practice of exposing the ‘brack-

ets’ that are mostly hidden within the struc-
ture of pottery draws his work into a concep-
tual space.  Postmodern art drew on philos-
ophy of the mid-to-late-20th-century, and 
advocated that individual interpretation of 
our experience is more concrete than 
abstract principles. 

Indeed, the works of the seven artists var-
ies wildly, but are all connected as they each 
create “little narratives” in their own unique 
ways. When you leave, you find that you want 
to discuss the intricacies and meanings, as 
each person has their own favorites for a 
myriad  of reasons.
 Misha Maruma, cncreate.org 

I Will Be Your Eyes II atArt+Shanghai Gallery, through  
Saturday, December  30, www.artplusshanghai.com
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